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(TS) IL 28 Threat in Manchuria 
SUMMARY 


1. On 31 Dec 52 in a TS White to Weyland CG FEAF was requested for his evaluation 2 
of the IL 28 threat in Manchuria, and did he contemplate taking any steps in comection ; 
with this threat (Incl 2). 


2. Gen Weyland replied to the above message in a personal to White dated 9 Jan 53 
(Inel 3), stating he thought the IL 28's in Manchuria constituted a serious offensive 
threat capable of attacks in one or two regimental strength by mid-February. He stated 
that combined IL 28 and MIG 15 attack could result in the destruction of the bulk of the 
assigned F~86fs in Korea, thereby gaining commnist air superiority over Korea. As a 
countermeasure to the IL 28 and MIG 15 threat he is building another F-86 base and revef- 
ments on all three of his F-86 bases. As a possible deterrent he states the probable effects 
of "hot pursuit" on the jet fighter forces the enemy maintains on the immediate border 
air fields, He has laid on reconn of forward Manchurian airfields with the limited equip~ 
ment available. Gen Weyland feels should an IL 28 attack. be launched he must immediately 
retaliate against the Manchurian bases, even though the IL 28's stage through N. Korean 
bases such as Uiju. Gen Weyland further requests a speed-up in delivery of high per-~ 
formance long range reconn aircraft. He also requests any views, information, or other 
data be furnished him to support a projected request of CINCFE that he obfain authority 
for "hot pursuit". : 


3. Intelligence was requested to evaluate Gen Weyland's comments on the evaluation 
of the IL 28 threat. They are in substantial agreement with the effect of enemy capabilitids 
stated by Gen Weyland.. They list three courses of action as to how the enemy may employ 
his jet light bomber forces: (1) An all out attack in conjunction with the MIG 15 forces 
designed to achieve air superiority over UN Air Forces in Korea, (2) He may commit his IL 
28 in a limited campaign to gain operational experience. (3) he may regard his IL 28's as 
a force in being designed to act as a deterrent to any sentiment in the UN command favoring | 
a strong offensive or expansion of the war. 


hk, It is agreed that "hot pursuit" may cause a re~deployment of a portion of the 
CCAF. Until such time as Gen Weyland believes in his opinion that the IL 28 threat 
seriously threatens to jeopardize the security of US Forces in Korea, he should maintain 
his current policy. The present National policy calls for removal of restrictions to 
permit attack against, Chinese Communists air bases whenever the scale of the enemy activity | | 
threatens seriously to jeopardize the security of the US Forces in the Korean area, There 
is no eurrent indication of a change in policy regarding utilization of atomic weapons. 
It is felt that Gen Weyland should immediately prepare a request to CINCFE to obtain 
authorization for an all-out attack against Manchurian air bases if in his opinion the 
IL 26 threat becomes so severe that it jeopardizes the security of US Forces in Koreas 
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This request should contain his recommendations for possible use of atomic weapons. 
A "hot pursuit" course of action should be implemented simultaneously with an all-out 
attack on the Manchurian base complex and direct supporting facilities, 


5. .With reference to FEAF's request to speed up delivery of high performance 
long range reconn aircraft, no relief will be available until the RF-SAF and the 
RB-47 are operational in the lst and 2d quarters 54. FEAF presently has 2 RB-45's 
assigned, The only other strategic reconn jet aircraft available in the USAF are 
the RB-45's.in the 9lst Strat Reconn. Wg, which have an EWP commitment and for this 
reason should not be deployed to FEAF, 


6, A proposed Personal message to Weyland from White has been prepared stating 
the position taken in the above paragraphs. 
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